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n a Friday in the summer of 2015,

I'ropical Storm Erika, feared and

1-for, decided to take the path to Santiago
de los Caballeros, the capital city of the Cibao val
ley, to the Dominican Republic, where we were
waiting, anxious and hopeful. The lesson that one
can learn from a cyclone category four, is proba-
bly that every danger also brings with it a chance.
Wherever Erika's eye turned, death and destruc-
tion would undoubtedly follow. But with some
luck, she would take a turn through Jarabacoa in
the south of Cibao, to cut the top of Pico Duarte,
and then turn northward. She would leave the is-
land via Monite Cristi on the Haitian border and

release her terrible downpour of rain over Mao

and Navarrete, nourish the looped river of the

Yaque and leave a strip of new life behind, which

in ayear ( ought is so important. And, in fact
Erika turned to Haiti and left Cibao without rain,
dry and bereft of her deadly touch, which also
promises life

Ihe route of hurricanes and cyclones are only one
of the things that connect the Caribbean and the
Canaries, the Spanish archipelago off the coast
of the Sahara. Between the “Fortunate Isles,” as
they are also called, and the southern Cape Verde
storms arise, driven by the heat of the desert, fol
lowing the route of Columbus across the Atlantic
and nourishing themselves with the fury of the
acean on ”I\'j? ‘.\H:.'HJ America

But there is more: the tropical climate, warm
ind humid, the volcanic soil, the heavenly

beaches, and the lush vegetation as the fruitful
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consequence of any destruction
caused by natural disaster, be it
a hurricane or volcanic eruption.
Seeking a new world, over the
centuries thousands of Canari
ans have followed this route of
the hurricane. Those who returned,
brought plant species with them
like potatoes or bananas or to-
bacco - which in the meantime
are rypically Canarian, along
with ather industrial and cultur-
al riches: the manufacturing of
rum, honey wine, and, of course,
cigars.
There are many cigar manufac-
turers with roots in the Canar-
ies. Two Cubans are particularly
noteworthy: Alejandro Robaina,
who was Cuba's best tobacco
grower for many years, and the

late José Orlando Padrén.

THE GOLDEN AGE
The cultural exchange that ook
place during the 19th centu-
ry between the Canary Islands
and the Caribbean also includ-
ed handmade cigars - the Purg
Palmero. Although tobacco had
been cultivated for two hundred
vears, predominantly on Ly p;

al-

ma in the Brena Alia region, it

was the returning “Indians,” who
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pany CITA (Compariia I
Tabacos) was sold to the®
Gallaher, which two ¥
was then acquired by
national. These large co
were not interested in p:
cigars but solely in the
brand Coronas, which later
with Winston.
IT International parted fi
CITA factories for hand
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scene, Eleven years later,
anese multinational
and Dos Santos, man
of La Regenta, decided
Santos would be allowed
duce and sell the new Co!
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Right: The Canary Islands nurture a cigar
ition that dates back 1o over a century,

Lacce has been cultivated there even
nger

Derecha: La tradicion del cigarro en las is-

\narias s Mas que centenaria, pero el

vo de tabaco se daba alli incluse antes

o la fertilidad que todo desastre
Jatural, ya sea huracdn o erupcién
Jcanica, deja tras su huella de des-
ruccion..

lace siglos que miles de canarios
nprendieron esa ruta, la de los hu-
canes, en busca de una oportuni-

ad en un mundo nuevo y, los que
egresaron, trajeron con ellos culti-
15 que hoy son tipicos de Canarias,
ymo la “papa’; el platano o el taba-
), v otro tipo de riqueza, industrial y
ultural: la fabricacion de ron, de hi-
Iromiel y, por supuesto, de cigarros.
» son pocos los tabaqueros de ori-
'n canario. Dos cubanos sobresa-
n por encima de todos los demas:
\ejandro Robaina, el que fue por
uchos anos el mejor cultivador de
baca de Cuba, y el recientemente
llecido José Orlando Padrén.

LA EDAD DE ORO
intercambio cultural entre Cana-
15 y el Caribe da lugar en el siglo
I% @ una forma de entender el ciga-
O artesano: el “puro palmero® Los
idianos’ emigrantes que volvian
u casa después de hacer fortuna,
tjeron de Cuba a Canarias la fabri-
tion de cigarros, aunque el culti-
Y va se daba doscientos anos antes
aln existe, sobre todo, en la isla
!¢ La Palma, en la region de Brena
1a. Alli se siembran actualmente
ledades cubanas como el Pelo de
0 0 Sancti Spiritu y, por supuesto,
atGetona, la que mejor se
'apta a las condiciones de las islas,
1€ coge el nombre de la region: la
Brena Canaria,

El “puro palmero” ha vivido una
edad de oro que hoy quieren resuci-
tar nuevas iniciativas como Kolum-
bus o Hacienda Libertad. A princi-
pios del 2000, marcas como Condal
y Penamil, y otras mas pequenas, se
habfan hecho un hueco importante
en el siempre dificil mercado penin-
sular espaiol de cigarros y algunos
internacionales, como Alemania e,
incluso, Estados Unidos. Sin embar-
go, las politicas de fusiones y adqui-
siciones de las grandes multina-
cionales de cigarrillos acabaron con
aquellas marcas. En 2005, la com-
panfa fabricante, CITA (Companiia
Insular de Tabacos), fue vendida a la
britdnica Gallaher que, a su Vez, fue
comprada por JT International dos
tarde. El interés de estas
ompanias no estaba en su

anos mas
grandes ¢ :
tradicién de cigarro premium, sino

en su marca de cigarrillos, Coronas,

hoy fusionada con Winston. .
T International, en principio, no

mantiene las fbricas de cigarros
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al blend would be used. The cigar re-

turned to the Spanish market and will

» be available on the German market
Verv soon

But it would also be unfair to attribute the

ne of the Canary premium cigar to

rs of the large cigarette manu-

facturers alone. The truth is that, with
the disappearance of CITA the main

driver

1s lost. Thanks to its cigarette
brand Coronas, the company had more

finances at its disposal to invest in the

market and to increase the prestige of

the Canary cigar. Yet the Canary cigar
had one other additional enemy and
that was at home: the “Chinchales.” The
word “chinchal” is another Canarian
contribution to the tobacco industry.
These are facilities with lower capaci-
ty than factories where cigars can be
handmade. Often these are family-run
in private houses, garages or shacks
The cigars, which are substandard
in quality are mainly sold to tourists,
through which the reputation of the

Canary cigars has heen considerably
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diminished. In addition, the businesses

usually operate within the shadow eco
nomy and dont pay taxes or salaries
- because it’s mainly family - and thus
contribute, on the illegal marker, to a

decline in prices.

RECAPTURING THE PRESTIGE
From the original industry, mainly two

factories have survived: Dos Santos,

manufacturers of La Regenta, and Rica
Roja. Dos Santos was founded in 1921

by L. Dos Santos on Tenerife and in its

fourth generation is managed by the
young Gara Barreto and her brother
Dacil. Furthermore, they've taken on
the task of resurrecting the Cond

al with
its original blend - the wrapper from

the US, the binder from San Andrés,

Mexico, and the filler

vith tobaccos
from Cuba and Mata Fina tobacco from
Brazil. Miguel Gonzaley Pérez, owner
of the Rica Hoja with he adquariers i
La Palma, is the son and Brandcehild of
Cubans. Although the company main
ly specializes in machine Made cipars

Canarian Palermg

Hacienda Libertad, {5
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cienda Libertad, La

iriesanos de CITA y tanto Condal comgh
nil acaban desapareciendo de] pa

Jorama. Once anos después, la multinas®

hajo licencia, fabrica 'y Camen;i'a..,
nuevo Condal, con la condicidn®

ercado espanol y pronto, muy prontg,®
estard a la venta en Alemania.
) seria justo atribuir inicamente a

las fusiones entre cigarrilleras el declive®

a industria canaria del cigarro pre=
nium. Es verdad que con la desapari
1 de CITA murié su motor principaly

la comps racias a los cigarrillos

1 que,

Coronas, tenia mas miisculo financiero
‘-:
y prestigiar el cigarro canario. Sin embars

a operar e invertir en més mercadoss

80, el “puro palmero” tiene otro enem
esencial y lo tiene en casa: los chinchales

valabra chinchal es otra de las aporta :
ciones canarias a la industria del tabact

4 X
instalaciones que no llegan a la cates
goria de fibrica, donde se elaboran cigas

rros artesanales, generalmente en familigss
muchas veces en su propia casa, en il
cobertizo 0 en un garaje. Los “chinchal
ros” venden sobre todo a turistas Cigartos
palmeros de escasa calidad, con lo qued
prestigio del cigarro canario ha sufridﬂ”,
un enorme menoscabo. Pero, ademass
mueven en economia sumergida, no pa-
Ban impuestos, apenas salarios (son; B
neralmente, familias) y tiran los preci

Por el suelo en un mercado que es ile

RECUPERACION DEL PRESTIGIO
De la industria tradicional sobrevive

sobre tado dos fabricas: Dos Sa

4

Fina offers a wide range

BMmium hand-made ¢

ity angd innovation are its halimarks.

We all deserve to relish our own

moment of pure pleasure. Since 1998,
VegaFina has become one of the biggest
selling brands in the world by sharing with
you cigars as special as you are.
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roximately 200,000 per year,

ndmade. These are predominantly

private brands like Hacienda Libertad,
but its own brand Monte Alto is also pro-

duced

rom this tradition-conscious man-

there is the trio of romantics

s undertaken the Canary cigar

to the position it deserves, if
not even further: Marc Ripoll, Sergio de
Suner and Pedro de Ponte. It all began at

aC

ry wedding, where the entrepre-
neurs noticed that the cigars were not

kne

1 brands. From this shoricoming,
on October 12, 2016, the brand Kolum-
wus was born, which, also like Hacienda
Libertad, enriches the rraditional Cana-

by one new dimension: a selec

yus wrappers with fillers of

s provenances, whereby the cigars
of both brands comprise tebacco from
Brena.

Kolumbus are Canary cigars of a new gen-
eration that have nothing to do with the
traditional cigars like Condal and Pena

f course don’t have anything to

mil, but o
do with the Chinchal sticks that are sold
to tourists. The Kolumbus team is young,
wants to work and promises to introduce

ternational markets

its products onto i

to thus reconquer the prestige of the

ar
over one-hundred-year Canary cigar in

At the moment, they are growing,

dustr

for, it seems that after a crisis, hurricanes

no eruptions, the rebirth of life
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fabricante de La Regenta, y la

1 isla de Te

Hoja. Dos Santos, e
fe, fundada en 1921 por L.]. Dos Santos,
tiene al frente a la cuarta generacior

de la familia, representada por la joven

Gara Barreto y su hermano Dacil. S

ademds, los encargados de resucitar

el Condal con su ligada original: capa
USA, capote San Andrés (México) v tri
pa cubana y Matafina (Brasil). Por su

parte, en la isla de la Palma, R

Hoja
es propiedad de un hijo y nieto de cu-
banos, Miguel Gonzalez Pérez, Se dedi
ca, sobre todo, al cigarro mecanizado,

aunque fic

und pequena produccion
de cigarros a mano, cerca de 200,000

unidades al ano, muchos de ellgs mar-

cas privadas como Hacienda | ibertad

aunque también de sy Propia marca:
Maonte Alto.
Ademis de estos fabricantes tradicio

nales, estin los tres amigos romanticos

que se han propuesto impulsar la in
dustria canaria del cigarro al Jug ir que
g

le corresponde, o incluso mas: Marc Rj-

s

. o 7
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poll, Sergio de Sufier y Pedro de Ponfes

*nzG en una boda en Can

rias en la que les [lamo la atencion qUES
los cigarros no fueran palmeros. De esas
falta inicial, nacié el 12 de octubre

2016 |

marca Kolumbus que, junto ol

enda Libertad, dan una nueva di

mensidn al cigarro tradicional canariog

con mis variedad de capas y con tripas
multiprocedencia, aunque todos 108 ci-

garros tanto de una marca como des

Otra contienéen tabaco de Brena.
Kolumbus son cigarros canarios de nue
va generacion que nada tienen qué
con los tradicionales Condal y Pefal
ni desde luego con los mazos de €
chal que se venden a los turistas. St
Jovenes, tienen ganas de trabajar y pISS
meten colocar sy producto en merts

dos internacionales y recuperar, asl,

Prestigio de la centenaria industria &
tenaria indu o

naria del cigarro. De momento van cr
ciendo porque, segin parece, despsl
dela erisis, del huracén y de la erupcidi

del voledn, viene un renacer de vidast




